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By Jason A. Kahl
Reading Eagle

About 50 people braved blustery
conditions Friday night to sing and
pray for peace in Reading in the
park at Fifth Street and Centre Av-
enue near the site of a murder ear-
lier in the week.

The strong winds canceled plans
for a candlelight vigil, and lighten-
ing and foreboding skies moved
several speakers to comment on
the need for divine intervention to
stop the violence in the city.

“We ask that as this wind blows
here tonight a new wind will bring
peace into this community,” said
the Rev. Dorrian H. Schenck of
Bethel African Methodist Episco-
pal Church.

The vigil was sponsored by the
Violence Prevention Roundtable
of Berks, an informal coalition of
business people, clergy and neigh-
borhood organizations.

A half-dozen speakers from dif-
ferent churches took turns offering
prayers for the city and asking resi-
dents to be better neighbors.

The Rev. Sandra R. Fee said her
church, First Unitarian Universal-

ist Church of Berks County, is cele-
brating 175 years in Reading and
has no plans of leaving despite
Reading’s designation as one of the
most dangerous cities in the U.S.

“We believe faith communities
must help to end the violence and
bring peace,” Fee said. “My hus-
band and I live in the city and be-
lieve it is necessary for people of
faith and good will to make that
same commitment.”

Frederick R. Stubbs, the head of
Berks Advocates Against Violence,
summed up the sentiment of the
crowd best when he said: “I am
deeply bewildered by the violence
in our community. We come here to
bear witness that each life matters.

“We came to confirm our love for
our neighbors even while fearing
the violence ... . We still believe it’s
possible to create a land of peace
and love. We are horrified by the vi-
olence that is happening here in
this great city of Reading. I’ve lived
here all my life and want to ensure
it’s a great city for future genera-
tions. The safety of this community
is in our hands.”

It wasn’t only church leaders
who spoke.

Mayor Tom McMahon and Coun-

cilwoman Marcia Goodman-Hin-
nershitz urged people to band to-
gether to make the city safer.

Robert C. Davis, a music produc-
er and head of La Resistance Rec-
ords in Reading, said change starts
in the home.

“When are we going to start be-
ing parents again?” Davis asked.
“We need to talk to our kids about
right and wrong. The responsibility
falls back on the parents. Children
need to differentiate between real-
ity and fantasy.”

The crowd locked arms in a big
circle and sang the hymn “We Shall
Overcome” before a heavy rain

started to fall.
A few speakers offered condo-

lences to friends and relatives of
Samuel Andrew Santiago, 25, of
1205 Cotton St., who was fatally shot
Monday night in the Burger King
parking lot across the street.

No one spoke on his behalf.
A police officer parked nearby

pointed to the spot near the en-
trance to the restaurant where San-
tiago was murdered. No candles or
memorial marked the spot.

The slaying remains under in-
vestigation.
■ Contact reporter Jason A. Kahl at 610-371-
5024 or jkahl@readingeagle.com.
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The Rev. Jeffrey D. Bell Sr. leads a group of about 50 in song Friday night
in the park at Centre Avenue and Fifth Street. In the background is the
Burger King where Samuel Andrew Santiago was shot and killed Monday.
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By Holly Herman
Reading Eagle

The mother of a Penn Township woman who
was killed when Dennis Gumbs threw an ice
chunk from an overpass onto the victim’s mini-
van said Friday that Gumbs’ apology was over-
due.

Janice Ubry of Hopewell, N.J., said she also is
disappointed Lehigh County Judge Lawrence J.
Brenner agreed to allow Gumbs, 19, to begin his
transition to a halfway house program.

During a hearing Wednesday in Lehigh Coun-
ty Court to review Gumbs’
progress, Gumbs told Cowell’s
family he was sorry and nothing
could bring back their loved
one.

“I feel maybe he is starting to
realize he did an awful thing,”
Ubry said. “He did it and he
knew what he was doing. If he
was remorseful from the begin-
ning, I would have felt a lot bet-
ter.”

On Aug. 3, 2003, Brenner con-
victed Gumbs of third-degree
murder in the death of Elaine
C. Cowell, 33, of 83 Daniel Dri-
ve, a mother of three.

Brenner placed Gumbs in a
$60,000-a-year treatment pro-
gram at Alternative Rehabilita-
tion Communities in Cham-
bersburg, Franklin County.

On Wednesday, Brenner
agreed to allow Gumbs to begin
moving into the program’s
halfway house in Harrisburg.

“I don’t feel so good about
this,” Ubry said. “It’s not going
to bring her back. I feel he
should pay for it.”

Gumbs threw an 181/2-pound chunk of ice from
the Fifth Street overpass in Whitehall Township
on Jan. 3, 2003. The ice crashed through the mini-
van’s windshield, killing Cowell, who was sleep-
ing in the passenger seat.

Cowell’s husband, William, A. “Arvid” Cowell,
was driving the family home from a ski trip.
Their three children, Jon, now 14, Christa, now
12, and Andrew, now 10, were in the back seat.

First Assistant District Attorney Maria Dantos
requested that Gumbs not begin the halfway
house program until six months before he turns
21.

Gumbs’ attorney, Glennis L. Clark of Allen-
town, said Gumbs obtained a diploma while in
the treatment facility and completed community
service, including cleaning parks and coaching
youth football.

Officials said Gumbs will begin going to the
halfway house once a week until January, then
spend weekends there. They expect Gumbs will
be in the facility full time in March and remain
there for another six months.

Ubry said she also would have liked to see
Gumbs remain in the program until he is 21.

“This has been a tough three years,” she said.
■ Contact reporter Holly Herman at 610-478-6291 or hherman
@readingeagle.com.
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Janice Ubry
wishes Gumbs
apologized
sooner

Dennis Gumbs
treatment costs
$60,000 a year
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State police said Friday that their investiga-
tion of a Nov. 1 shooting of a Greenwich Town-
ship married couple shows the wife shot and
wounded her husband before fatally shooting
herself.

Joyce Williams, 58, shot her husband, Gregory,
twice in the chest with a handgun, then shot her-
self once in the chest in the bedroom of their
house at 70 Hawk St., Sgt. Raymond C. Guth said.
The house is in the Highland Estates modular-
home park just west of the Lehigh County line.

Guth would not say how investigators deter-
mined who fired the shots.

Gregory Williams, also 58, was flown to Lehigh
Valley Hospital near Allentown after the shoot-
ing.

As recently as last week, Gregory Williams
was a patient in the hospital, Guth said. Hospital
officials said Friday that they did not have a pa-
tient by that name on their roster.

Joyce Williams suffered a single gunshot
wound and was dead when emergency person-
nel arrived about 7:30 a.m., investigators said.

Officials at the Berks County coroner’s office
said Friday that they have not issued a death
certificate for Williams because they had not yet
been told that troopers had completed their in-
vestigation.

Police: Wife shot husband
before she killed herself

©2006 Reading Eagle Company

By Ron Devlin
Reading Eagle

Laura Berkel is only 14,
but she’s already felt the
pride and pain of war.

Her cousin, Steven Joa-
chim of Muhlenberg Town-
ship, is with the Navy Sea-
bees in Iraq.

“I’m proud of him. It
takes a lot of courage to do
what he’s doing,” said Ber-
kel, a Muhlenberg High
freshman. “But I’m afraid
for him.”

To show support for Joa-
chim and all the troops in
Iraq, Berkel and a friend,
16-year-old Samantha Fox
of Muhlenberg, volunteer-
ed to pack Christmas pack-
ages for troops overseas.

In American Legion Post
217, Topton, they spent
hours stuffing cardboard
boxes with everything from

deodorant and shampoo to
Just Born Marshmallow
Peeps and magazines tout-
ing the inside story of the
Tom Cruise and Katie
Holmes wedding.

As the fifth Christmas of
the war in Iraq approaches,
Berks County teens are
lending a hand in the annu-
al Operation Enduring Free-
dom Support Group drive
to give the troops a taste of
home.

Dozens of young people
from schools, church youth
groups and community cen-
ters were among the more
than 500 volunteers pack-
ing gift boxes since last
Sunday.

Sacred Heart Parochial
School in Reading sent a
group of students, as did
Longswamp United Church
of Christ Church.

Reading Eagle: Jeremy Drey

Simone Freeman of Kutztown, standing, supervises volunteers making address labels for packages that will be sent to U.S. troops. Volunteers
at the American Legion Post 217 in Topton included Tracy Woodward, left, and her mother, Patti Schwoyer, both of Muhlenberg Township.

A piece of home where it’s needed
More than 500 volunteers, many of them
young people, prepare packages to send to
troops in Iraq and elsewhere.

Each gift box prepared by the Operation
Enduring Freedom Support Group contains
a Christmas card and letters from stu-
dents in schools such as Oley Valley Mid-
dle School and Kutztown University.

One letter reads, in part:

Dear Brave Soldier,
I very much appreciate what you are

doing for the U.S. and all our citizens. I

know how your family feels because my
father was in the Gulf War and I was very
young when he went to serve. I was
scared and nervous that he would not
come home.

I’ll make sure my family prays for you. I
definitely appreciate that you are serving
our country.

— Hali Barron,
Oley Valley Middle School

Killer
will move
to halfway
house
Elaine C. Cowell was killed when she
was struck by an 181/2-pound chunk of
ice thrown by Dennis Gumbs. The
victim’s mother is disappointed by a
judge’s decision.

Group calls for end
to violence in city

“I am deeply bewildered by the violence in our community.
We come here to bear witness that each life matters.”

Frederick R. Stubbs, Berks Advocates Against Violence

The scene of a murder earlier in the week forms a
backdrop for a prayer vigil for about 50 people.

Concern
for U.S.
troops
in Iraq
motivates
Elizabeth
Torres, 16,
of Reading
as she
prepares
a package
as part of
the Opera-
tion Endur-
ing Free-
dom Sup-
port Group
effort.

Letters from home

Packages continues on B2




